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Treatment summary

Diagnostic Plan

• History

• Physical Examination

• Blood tests
   - to check for hyperthyroidism
   - to check blood pressure
   - to test red blood cell count

• ECG

• Chest x-rays

• Electrocardiography 

• Echocardinology (ultrasound)

• Urine analysis

Therapeutic Plan

• Enforced rest

• Bronchodilators

• Oxygen therapy

• Removal of fluid from chest 
   and abdomen

• Drugs that dilate blood vessels
  - Aspirin
  - Beta blockers
  - Heparin

• Surgery

Dietary Plan

• A diet that avoids excess levels
   of sodium

Abnormally increased muscle 
mass due to a hypertrophied, 
nondilated left ventricle.
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Cats don’t cough with cong-
estive heart failure (unlike 
dogs and people).

The severity of HCM is hugely 
variable.

Some cats don’t progress 
even without treatment.

Finding a murmur does not 
necessarily mean HCM (in a 
recent study only five out of 
16 cats with a murmur had 
HCM).

A lack of a murmur does not 
rule out HCM in healthy cats 
(the study revealed that only 
a third of cats with HCM had 
a murmur).

ATE or sudden death may be 
the first and last sign.

Clinical symptoms and 
physical findings can be very 
subtle or nonexistent.

X-ray findings of CHF are 
more variable in cats than 
they are in dogs.

There is a lack of controlled 
studies looking at the effec-
tiveness of treatment of HCM 
and ATE.

Other diseases can mimic HCM
– the most common being 
hyperthyroidism (too much 
thyroid hormone) and other 
conditions causing high blood 
pressure (See PAWS issue 43). 
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